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A fresh cause for hand

In April of 1984, President Rea-

° ° |
Wr ! gan ordered Pre-emptive, preven-
ln . tive, and retaliatory actions against
. gng terrorists and the nations sponsor-

/) STEPHEN GREEN

he wringing of hands is a
peculiar Washington pas-
time.
It occurs with tiresome
, regularity among certain liberals
' whenever President Reagan has the
temerity to protect the nation’s inter-
este.

The hand wringers lamented the
president’s decision to strengthen
the armed forces against the threat
posed by an emboldened Soviet
Union.

Their lament intensified when Mr.
Reagan acted to assist El Salvador's
battle against Marxist insurgents. ]

The hand wringing becameposx-
tively frantic as the president
attempted to supply U.S. aid to the
Nicaraguan freedom fighters,
~ known as “contras” .

When Congress rejected all assis-
tance to the *“contras” the hand
wringers celebrated with glee. But
they winced in embarrassment at
the subsequent pilgrimage to Mos-
cow by Sandinista leader Daniel
Ortega. )

Now, the hand wringers’ dxscom~

! fort over Mr. Ortega’s journey is
fading quickiy. A fresh cause for
hand wringing has surfaced.

New heights of morbid satisfac-
tion are promised by the revelation
that President Reagan directed that

" there be pre-emptive and punitive
action against terrorists.

!

In view of the terrible casualties
suffered in terrorist attacks against
US. installations in Lebanon, the
president’s decision to fight back

" ought to have been welcomed. But
such is not the view of the hand
wringers. They cringe at the thought
of pre-emptive strikes or other
harsh anti-terrorist measures — no
matter how justified.

While many details of the admin-
istration’s counterterrorism policy
are yet unknown, some facts have
become public.

|

i ing their crimes. Consequently, the

government began training and -

financing foreign groups to serve as
US. proxies in counterterrorist
activities,

In Lebanon, according to The New
Yor Times, US. in[glhgﬁngﬁ agents
were “hot on the heels of" Moham-

leader_believeq connected with
attacks on US. [ ciliges.
M

The Central‘InteHi en

had not dec ded whether anv ac:;
'Was 1o be taken: But Lebanese inte]-
ligence o eratives did not hes .
Thev hired a hir leam 1o assassinate

the Shi'ite leader.

A car bomb attack against hig
home 1n March killed 80 persons.
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Ezir“ne the CIAfor the attack on Mr.
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e car-bomb "atrack

Prompted “some U.S. intell; ence

[ oZZxcx’ais 10 guestion the “IEEEE of

: President Reagan’s ant-lerrorism
i

d Lective. It is believeq that the d;s-
satisfied officia)g leaked detajls of
the directive and the car bomp
attack to The Washington Post — the
newspaper that broke the story.
Despite the uproar here, it s
€xpected that the administratijon
will not panjc and veer off course.
Prudence requires continuation of .

anti-terrorism operations.

Obviously, there are serious risks
to any anti-terrorist campaign. But g ;
lack of US. action would be 1rre-‘
sponsible and dangerous. To sit back |
and do nothing invites additional ter- |
rorist attacks. Furthermore. the [
Americans already dead and
wounded at terrorists’ hands would
remain forever unavenged. [

The hand wringers decry the
morality of pre-emptive strikes. Byt.-
international lerrorism is a war |
fought in the shadows. The normal
rules of engagement do not apply.

If anything, it would be immora]
not to launch a first strike when
intelligence reveals preparations for
a terrorist act. Allowing the perpe-
tration of the crime would be tan-
tamount to sanctioning the
terrorists’ murders and maimings,

Under their own faulty logic, the
hand wringers would permit them-
selves to become the victims of

assault before attempting to stop the-
criminal. Not unti) the crime were in
process would they be morally free
o defend themselves .. if they.
remained aljve.

But on occasion there can be ng
hesitation in an act of self-defense. .

There are times when civilized
persons and civilized nations must
shoot first and ask questions later, ..

Stephen Green is q nationally syn-
dicated columnist,
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